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GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks on H.R. 743.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HENSARLING). Is there objection to the
request of the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida?

There was no objection.

—————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida). Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———
AMERICAN PARITY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, to-
morrow the United States House of
Representatives will vote to borrow $75
billion as an emergency supplemental:
some of the funds to support our troops
in Iraq; some for large new discre-
tionary or a slush fund to be made
available to the President, the Sec-
retary of Defense and others; some $10
billion in foreign aid, military assist-
ance; $2.4 billion for lIraq itself, and
now $700 million of that is humani-
tarian assistance. But the rest is to
help rebuild Iraq, and | will go into
that in a moment.

But the thing is that the House is
going to vote to borrow this money. We
are not going to revisit the tax cuts.
We are headed toward a record deficit
this year; but we will not revisit the
tax cuts, more than half of which in
this House of Representatives are tar-
geted toward the wealthiest in this
country, those who earn over $273,000 a
year, an average of $90,000 for every
millionaire in those tax cuts. God for-
bid we should ask them to help con-
tribute to this emergency, that we
should reduce their tax cuts and not
borrow this money but collect the
funds from those who can afford to help
contribute. But that is where this
House of Representatives is headed.

The gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
EMANUEL) and | hope to offer an
amendment. We will go to the Com-
mittee on Rules. | expect we will be de-
nied, but our amendment in principle is
very simple, and that is to say if the
United States House of Representatives
is going to borrow $1.7 billion to begin
to implement contracts, which | have
here, from the Federal Government of
the United States to provide universal
health care in Iraq, which of course 44
million Americans have no health in-
surance whatsoever, tens of thousands
of Oregonians, to rebuild their high-
ways and bridges, and we have a $4 bil-
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lion bridge problem in Oregon, about a
$270 billion bridge problem nationwide,
we are going to borrow money to do
that in Irag. We are going to borrow to
build 6,000 schools in Irag when we do
not have enough money to educate our
kids here, and we are going to borrow
money for a number of other things:
airports, sewer, water, and a whole
host of infrastructure. But guess what,
there is not a penny in this bill for the
economic recovery of the United States
of America.

I lost another 800 jobs in my district
today. Where is our assistance? Where
is our economic stimulus? It is not in
the tax cuts for the wealthy and trick-
le-down. It is not in borrowing more
funds to fund this, driving us further in
debt and ultimately driving up interest
rates in this country. There is a more
responsible way to approach this, and
there is also a way to approach it so
that we are responsible to the Amer-
ican people. Fund this by reducing the
tax cuts or eliminating the tax cuts.

The United States of America is at
war. This would be the first time in the
history of our Nation that we have re-
duced taxes in a time of war, and we
are reducing taxes at a time when we
are headed already for a record deficit.
We are looking at doubling the na-
tional debt probably in the next dec-
ade. We are going to have the economic
profile of Argentina with a $500 billion
trade deficit on top of this, but we are
going to borrow the money.

And what are our kids going to come
home to if we do not invest here in the
United States of America? They are
going to come home to the bill, not in
the first couple of years they come
home; but when they get a little bit
older, they are going to come home to
that bill. That bill is going to come
home to them. And they may well not
come home to good jobs because we are
failing to stimulate the economy. We
could act much more responsibly in
this body in approaching this situa-
tion, but I fear we will not.

But | will go to the Committee on
Rules. I will pretend that this is on the
up and up and ask them to allow us a
vote on the American Parity Act. That
is to say, for every dollar we spend on
health care, on schools, bridges, high-
ways, water infrastructure, all needs
well documented in our Nation and in
Iraq, there should be a comparable dol-
lar sent down to the States; and pref-
erably this money should not come
from borrowing. It should come from
reducing tax cuts to the wealthiest
among us who could at least do a little
bit to help share this burden.

—————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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SUPPORT AMERICA’S TROOPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday the House of Representatives
overwhelmingly passed Concurrent
Resolution 109, a resolution that calls
on families of America’s
servicemembers to display the Blue
Star and Gold Star banners in their
homes or in their businesses. The gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. SHADEGG),
the gentleman from California (Mr.
HUNTER), and | asked families to re-
store this proud tradition, first estab-
lished during the First World War and
because our country is at war in the
Middle East and around the world in
the fight against terrorism.

I want to take this opportunity to
encourage all Members of Congress,
and indeed all Americans, to support
our men and women in uniform, now
and in the days ahead. | would like to
explain why and suggest a few ways in
which we could do something concrete
to benefit our troops. When our Nation
calls, servicemen and women volun-
teer. They volunteer to be the point of
the spear, protecting the Nation’s in-
terests both here and abroad. Today we
have an all-volunteer force, and let me
say it is the finest, best-trained fight-
ing force the world has ever seen. It is
not just the 1.4 million active duty
servicemembers | am referring to.
There are also 875,000 citizen soldiers,
National Guardsmen and Reservists,
part-time volunteers who serve when
called. A growing number of these serv-
ice soldiers have been called. They
have been called to serve on multiple
deployments over the past decade. Over
218,000 National Guardsmen and Re-
servists have been activated since Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Over 31,000 of those are
now serving in lIraq.

The question is what can we do to
show our appreciation to these dedi-
cated men and women. Let me make a
few suggestions.

First, Members of Congress can reach
out to the troops and their families in
their districts. | urge my colleagues to
visit the National Guard armories in
their towns and cities across the coun-
try and talk with the servicemembers,
talk with their families, or visit a Re-
serve center or active military base
and spend time with these brave and
courageous individuals. In the district
I am privileged to serve is Whitman Air
Force Base, the home of the B-2 bomb-
er; and Fort Leonard Wood, which has
an engineer battalion that is deployed.

While | have always been a great be-
liever in getting out and spending time
with our troops, there are other ways
we can support our military. Because
of heightened security concerns, the
Defense Department has discouraged
Americans from sending letters and
parcels to our deployed troops. How-
ever, the Department has a virtual
thank you card at Defend America Web
site which | will make available
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through the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Or
one may want to send an e-mail greet-
ing through Operation Dear Abby,
which | will make available through
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

To help servicemembers stay in con-
tact with loved ones back home, dona-
tions to Operation Uplink at a CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD address will help
provide calling cards to the troops.

During these times of conflict, rec-
ognition of our men and women in uni-
form grows. It does not take too many
hours of watching our troops in action
on the television to know that they are
demonstrating acts of heroism on a
daily basis. As we Members of Congress
have an obligation to let our men and
women know that we appreciate and
admire their contribution to our na-
tional security, visiting facilities in
our districts and using the Internet are
just two ways we can let our service-
men and women know that we appre-
ciate what they are doing for our coun-
try.

Let me say that | know some of my
colleagues do not agree with how the
United States came to be involved in
this war. Some Members feel the
United Nations weapons inspectors
should have been given more time to
look for weapons of mass destruction.
Others believe we did not exhaust all of
our diplomatic options. | think it is of
paramount importance that we support
the troops, the men and women in uni-
form who are literally putting their
lives on the line for our country, the
United States of America, regardless of
whether one agrees with the war itself
or not. And | hope my colleagues will
take these words of advice to heart.

More than 65 servicemembers have
died since the global war on terrorism
began, and over 200 have been wounded
or injured. These individuals and their
families having sacrificed for our free-
dom, and our thoughts and our prayers
are with them. The Nation will not for-
get the price these servicemembers
have paid to defend our country and
the freedoms and our interests. | hope
that all Members will take advantage
of the opportunities we have as Mem-
bers of Congress to show our men and
women in uniform that we care, that
we really care.

———
SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to urge all of my col-
leagues and to urge all Americans to
unite and support our troops now en-
gaged in battle in Iraq. Our Com-
mander in Chief, with the approval of
Congress, called our Armed Forces into
action to disarm a rogue regime that
threatens our freedom and our secu-
rity.

With our troops now in the line of
fire, with more than four dozen Ameri-
cans having made the ultimate sac-
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rifice for freedom, the time for protest
has passed. The time for unity has ar-
rived.

Madam Speaker, we live in a free so-
ciety. We all share the right to debate
the best policies for our Nation; and in
a free society each of us also have the
right to assemble and to protest. These
are sacred rights; but once our Nation,
through our democratic process, has
decided to commit troops and once
those troops have been put into harm’s
way, the time for debate and protest is
over.

Just as we share sacred rights, we
also share sacred duties. Today with
American troops in the field, we all
share a duty to unite behind them and
ensure that our actions do them no
harm. But, Madam Speaker, even as re-
cently as yesterday, Democrat Mem-
bers of Congress were still denouncing
Operation lragi Freedom. And Madam
Speaker, if just one of these floor
speeches by a Member of Congress, if
just one acceptance speech by a Holly-
wood director, if just one street protest
causes Saddam Hussein and his forces
to continue the fight for 1 day longer,
then those responsible would have done
a terrible, terrible disservice to those
serving so bravely in our name.
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Now, | would never question Ameri-
cans’ right to speak or protest. | only
question the wisdom of doing so at this
time. No matter what political beliefs
we hold we are all Americans, and
those soldiers in uniform fighting on
the front lines are our sons and daugh-
ters, our brothers and sisters, our
mothers and fathers. Those who under-
take further protest at this point only
fuel the resolve of our enemy, and they
must take full responsibility for their
actions.

Now, perhaps some need to be re-
minded why we are fighting and what
we are fighting against.

Americans were sent to disarm an
evil regime that has stockpiled weap-
ons of mass destruction that threaten
the peace and security of the Free
World. Madam Speaker, 26,000 liters of
anthrax, 38,000 liters of botulinum
toxin, 500 tons of sarin, mustard gas,
and VX nerve agents; enough chemical
and biological weapons to kill hundreds
of thousands of Americans in a single
act of terrorism.

I agree with our President. The risk
of doing nothing is far greater than the
risk of doing something.

Madam Speaker, Americans were
also sent to Iraq to end a regime of ter-
ror, a regime that has used chemical
weapons against their own people, a re-
gime that has made rape and torture
an instrument of public policy, and
now a regime that uses innocent people
as human shields and savagely exe-
cutes prisoners of war.

Just ask a 68-year-old mother, Zahra
Khafi, why we are in Iragq. As she was
recently liberated by American forces,
she let it be known that her 28-year-old
son was summarily executed by
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Saddam’s regime for merely practicing
her religion. She greeted our troops
saying, ‘‘Peace be upon you, peace be
upon you.”’

““Should | be afraid?’’ She asked, wip-
ing back her tears. ““Is Saddam coming
back?”’

Ask Ali Khemy, who said after the
First Marine Expeditionary Unit liber-
ated his village, ‘““Americans very good.
Iraqg wants to be free.”

Madam Speaker, President Ronald
Reagan once said, ‘““No weapon in the
arsenals of the world is so formidable
as the will and moral courage of free
men and women.”” Madam Speaker, the
minions of tyranny and evil are learn-
ing that lesson today.

Now, our Nation has faced much
greater challenges and has seen darker
days. During the Civil War when broth-
er fought brother, our great President,
Abraham Lincoln solemnly stated, ‘I
have often been driven to my knees
with the overwhelming conviction |
had nowhere else to go.”

I believe now is a good time for all
Americans to be driven to our knees, to
pray for a speedy victory, to pray for
our men and women in uniform, to
pray for their families and pray for a
peaceful world no longer threatened
with weapons of mass destruction.

Madam Speaker, our cause is just,
our victory is inevitable. Freedom will
prevail. But we, all Americans, must
unite behind our troops and unite
today.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida). Under
a previous order of the House, the gen-
tlewoman from the District of Colum-
bia (Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. NORWOOD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan addressed

the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.
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